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Town of Ossian 

 
“The residents of the picturesque Town of Ossian scarcely realize the hardships 

their forefathers had to overcome. Wild forests were made into fertile farms, horse 

trails into roads, the early families worked hard to settle the beautiful rolling hills of 

the Town. From the newer families that have moved here for the beauty, to the 

families that relate back to the founding fathers, all enjoy the outcome of their 

hardships. While it is the smallest town in Livingston County, Ossian’s pristine 

landscapes and green hills have established a community of families who will 

survive another 200 years and more.” 

                                      

       ~Ossian Bicentennial Committee, 2004 
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PLANNING FOUNDATION 

The Town of Ossian is a picturesque town located at the southernmost tip of Livingston County, 

New York with abundant farmland interspersed with residential development and surrounded 

by state and private forestland and wildlife preserves. The extent and quality of the Town’s 

natural resource base, including farmland, is significant, and a key asset for residents, 

landowners, visitors, and farmers. The Town’s history, and future, is heavily based on the ability 

of the land to provide clean water, fertile soils, and the rural, wild character so many enjoy.  

VISION STATEMENT 
The Town of Ossian recognizes its natural and agricultural resources for the economic benefits, 

environmental protection, and the significant recreational and scenic value they have provided 

to the community since settlement in the 1800s. Protection and stewardship of our natural 

resources including our forests, fields, and streams will ensure a high quality of life now and in 

the future. While change will inevitably require adaptation, high-quality farmland and our natural 

resources will continue to be the foundation of our landscape and our community. The Town 

proactively supports the preservation and the profitability of these timeless treasures.  

 

Photo Credit: J. Adamski 
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PURPOSE AND PROCESS 
The purpose of this Planning Foundation report is to summarize the results of a series of planning 

workshops with Ossian community members that explored the Town’s most important assets, 

issues, and opportunities. The most comprehensive aspect of the Town’s recent planning effort 

is the Ossian Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan (Ag Plan) which was adopted in December 

2017. The Ag Plan (available at the Town Hall and online at www.townofossianny.us) provides a 

detailed description of the Town, it’s history, and current conditions, particularly as they relate 

to agriculture and farmland. That information is not repeated here. Rather, this document is 

supportive of the Ag Plan, incorporates Ag Plan priorities, and expands planning to include a 

summary of issues nonspecific to agriculture that are also important to the community. This 

Planning Foundation report reflects Ossian’s efforts to realize its vision. It will provide a basis for 

making future decisions in a way that maintains and improves quality of life; it can provide 

leverage for obtaining state and federal funding; support completion of an ongoing zoning 

update; and provide stability through change including change in leadership. 

PLANNING FORWARD 
The Ag Plan along with this Planning Foundations report will function in some ways as Ossian’s 

comprehensive plan. It will benefit the Town to identify a schedule for reviewing the Planning 

Foundation. Regular review will allow the plan to stay current, track progress of goals and 

objectives, and accommodate changing philosophies and needs among community members.  An 

implementation committee or specific commitment from the Town Planning Board to implement 

the Plan and conduct periodic reviews is necessary for any planning effort to be effective. In 

addition, evolution of the recent planning efforts and results into a formal comprehensive plan 

adopted by the Town would provide additional strength and leverage for achieving the Town’s 

vision.  A formal comprehensive plan might include additional goals and objectives for 

community issues; recommended actions that include designation of lead roles, partners, 

support, and timeline for completion; and designate topics for future study. 

 

 

  

http://www.townofossianny.us/
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
This section provides a summary of goals and objectives based on the Ag Plan and Planning 

Foundation process. 

Goal 1 – To protect agriculture and farmland 

Objectives: 

a. Manage and protect priority farmland as mapped in the Ag Plan 

b. Provide landowner and farmer support via training, educational workshops, community 

awareness 

c. Promote and protect Town historical resources 

Goal 2 – To protect natural resources 

Objectives: 

a. Maintain and enhance water quality 

b. Protect wildlife habitat and scenic resources/viewsheds 

Goal 3 – To manage mixed land uses in accordance with community vision 

Objectives: 

a. Encourage land uses that enhance the Town’s rural character and focus infrastructure 

development in a way that prevents sprawl 

b. Strengthen land use planning and zoning laws including subdivision regulations to protect 

agriculture and natural resources 

c. Predictably and fairly administer and enforce local land use regulations 

Goal 4 – To maintain and grow economic and community vitality 

Objectives 

a. Develop promotional and marketing resources to support agricultural profitability 

b. Encourage agribusiness development, zone for flexibility of use 

c. Encourage and support ecotourism, zone for flexibility of use 

d. Maintain and develop high quality infrastructure including roads, electric, and internet 

services 
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LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
The Town of Ossian includes over 25,000 acres of fields and forests, with a small amount of 

residential or small business development (1,316 acres are residential or developed). Active 

agriculture includes approximately 7,308 acres and the remaining acreage, 16,276 acres, is 

primarily forested. Ossian’s environmental resources are notable, including thousands of acres 

of forestlands, wetlands, and streams. Over 4,000 acres in the Town are state-owned, open to 

the public, and managed by the NYSDEC as state forest and wildlife management area.  

Residential and community development is 

mainly in small lots along rural, country 

roads with the exception of the Town Hall, 

Highway Department, Community Center 

and a church which are located roughly 

central at the crossroads of Linzy and Route 

15.  The Town is updating its land use 

regulations which currently includes a single 

zoning district (Agriculture/Residential) with 

specific activities allowed subject to building 

permit requirements. All remaining 

developments require special use permits. 

The purpose of updating the land use 

regulations is in part to address a priority 

action in the Ag Plan in support of agriculture 

and farmland protection and to align 

regulations with the Town’s vision and 

priorities.  

The rural character of the Town combined 

with its high quality resources provide a 

scenic, peaceful, safe place to live and to 

visit. These attributes are highly valued by 

community members.  
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Issues and Opportunities 

• The current zoning law is inconsistent or requires strengthening to achieve the Town’s 

vision and goals and priorities outlined in the Ag Plan and this planning document. Some 

of the regulations are outdated or require refinement. 

• Conservation opportunities exist primarily as buffers along streams and around existing 

natural areas such as large forest blocks and wetlands.  

• Erosion and sedimentation of waterways is an ongoing concern in relation to 

development activities, road ditch maintenance, agriculture, and timber harvesting 

practices. 

• The current zoning law does not adequately address evolving land uses including large 

scale commercial solar, wind, natural gas, and changing agricultural techniques. 

• The scenic and peaceful character of the Town is important and worth protection. 

• Campers, camps, and seasonal cabins require management to ensure compatibility with 

Town’s scenic and environmental quality values. 

• Concern about fragmentation of farmland and forest land with unplanned development 

patterns. 

Recommended Actions 

• Maintain a map of significant natural and agricultural resources (forest blocks, wetlands, 

stream and riparian zones, connections, prime farmland soils, etc.) as a reference for 

people who build in the Town and for the Planning Board when reviewing proposals for 

new development projects.  

• Promote efficient land use and encourage future development in or near previously 

disturbed lands or existing buildings to help protect key natural habitats 

• Develop clear and effective site plan review processes for small and large projects that 

support community vision and protection of resources. 

• Incorporate a conservation overlay on the zoning map that triggers regulations and/or 

specific site plan review requirements for proposed development on or adjacent to 

natural resources. These could include: 

o minimize land disturbance and removal of native vegetation in buffer areas (e.g. 

within 100 feet of streams) 

o establish and protect native vegetated buffers near streams and wetlands 

o use of best management practices for agriculture, forestry and road maintenance 

to protect water quality 

o avoid conversion of prime agricultural lands 

o requirement of a local erosion and sediment control permit 
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o Incorporate stormwater management provisions including green infrastructure 

approaches 

• Explore viewsheds and develop a viewshed designation and protection plan 

• Develop subdivision regulations as per Ag Plan guidance 

• Develop design standards to guide development projects 

• Encourage people who build in Ossian to minimize removal of natural vegetation and limit 

conversion of prime farmland 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY VITALITY 
It is beneficial for the Town of Ossian to consider and plan for economic and community vitality. 

A town with a strong economy and a vital community can manage change and achieve its vision, 

goals, and objectives. This section provides an overview of economic and community-related 

issues, priorities and goals based on current conditions, regional data, and community input.  

Agriculture and farmland are 

key components of the 

Town’s economy, providing 

a source of income and 

employment. Farmland also 

contributes to the highly-

valued rural character of 

Ossian. Agricultural activities 

are varied including row 

crops, vegetables, dairy, 

organic grains and dairy, hay, 

livestock, and maple syrup 

production. A significant 

number of landowners rent 

property to farmers which 

provides supplemental 

income and, potentially, a 

reduction in property taxes.  

Other business developments in the Town include campgrounds, car repair, and riding stables.  

Most Ossian residents commute outside of the Town for work.  

Currently, there is little development pressure in the Town of Ossian. Land is largely unavailable 

for residential construction as farmers prefer to retain the land in agricultural use. Productive  

Photo Credit: S. Hess 
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farmland that does go on the market is purchased by farmers. No public water or sewer service 

is available. The population of the Town is the lowest in Livingston County (approximately 800 

people) and demand for land in Ossian for permanent residential development has been low.  

Population projections suggests very little growth through Year 2050. 

Issues and Opportunities 

• The Town has significant agricultural and farmland resources that provide an important 

economic driver and way of life for community residents 

• Natural resource areas, public lands, agriculture, viewsheds, historic barns, etc. are of 

significant value to the Town 

• Increasingly heavy truck and farm equipment traffic damage roads and increases 

maintenance costs 

Recommended Actions 

• Promote and market local farms and produce, encourage and advertise farm stands. 

• Establish Ossian’s trails, open spaces, forests and adjacent areas as outdoor recreation 

destinations 

• Consider a future planning study to further address economic and fiscal issues, 

infrastructure, and community services 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
The following table summarizes recommended actions developed by the Town of Ossian as 

detailed in the Town of Ossian Planning Foundation (2019) and Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Plan (2017). 

 

 

Summary of Recommended Actions – Town of Ossian 

Land Use and Environmental Quality 

➢ Maintain a map of significant natural and agricultural resources as a reference for people who 

build in the Town and for reviewing proposals for new development projects.  

➢ Promote efficient land use and encourage future development in or near previously disturbed 

lands or existing buildings to help protect key natural habitats 

➢ Develop clear and effective site plan review processes for proposed projects and development 

➢ Incorporate a conservation overlay on the zoning map that triggers regulations and/or specific 

site plan review requirements for proposed development on or adjacent to natural resources. 

These could include: 

• minimize land disturbance and removal of native vegetation in buffer areas (e.g. 

within 100 feet of streams) 

• establish and protect native vegetated buffers near streams and wetlands 

• use of best management practices for agriculture, forestry and road maintenance to 

protect water quality 

• avoid conversion of prime agricultural lands 

• requirement of a local erosion and sediment control permit 

• Incorporate stormwater management provisions including green infrastructure 

approaches 

➢ Explore viewsheds and develop a viewshed designation and protection plan 

➢ Develop subdivision regulations as per Ag Plan guidance 

➢ Develop design standards to guide development projects 

➢ Encourage people who build in Ossian to minimize removal of natural vegetation and limit 
conversion of prime farmland 

Economic and Community Vitality 

➢ Promote and market local farms and produce, encourage and advertise farm stands. 

➢ Establish Ossian’s trails, open spaces, forests and adjacent areas as outdoor recreation 

destinations 

➢ Consider a future planning study to further address economic and fiscal issues, infrastructure, and 

community services 
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APPENDIX A  

Ossian Agriculture and Farmland Protection 
Plan 

 

[Under Separate Cover] 
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APPENDIX B  
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

 



 

  Town of Ossian        Zoning Update 

 

Zoning Update Kickoff Meeting Summary 1-29-19 

Ossian Town Hall 
 

 
 
 

Zoning Update Public Kickoff 

Meeting Summary 
 

January 29, 2019 - Ossian Town Hall 
7:00pm-8:30pm 

 

Attendees 

• Zoning Committee Members: Tom Depuy, Dwight Knapp, Chris Pero, John 

Vanheusen, Patrick Jaeger, Louis Patane, Bob Bourgione, David Walker, David 

Mark, Tom Wamp 

• Consultants/Support: Sheila Hess (CC Environment & Planning), John Steinmetz 

and Molly G (Barton & Loguidice), Heather Ferrero and Mary Underhill (Livingston 

County Planning) 

• Community Members: See sign in sheet 

 

 

The purpose of the Town of Ossian Zoning Update Kickoff Meeting was to inform 

community members about the upcoming zoning update process. Zoning committee 

members and planning consultants reviewed last year’s agricultural and farmland planning 

process, plan recommendations including zoning updates, and the process planned over 

the next several months. Presentations providing an overview of the planning and zoning 

process and zoning 101 plus a preliminary review of Ossian’s current zoning code was 

provided. A breakout session exploring planning/zoning issues followed. A copy of the 

presentations and results of the breakout session are attached.  

 

NOTE: March 19, 2019 – PUBLIC WORKSHOP #1 

Please plan on attending the public workshop on March 19th to explore the vision and plan 

for the future of Ossian as a foundation to zoning updates. This is one of two planning 

workshops that will be conducted as part of the zoning update process. More info to follow. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Sign in Sheet, Presentations and Breakout Notes 

 

END 

 







Town of Ossian Zoning Code Update  1 Kick-Off Meeting Summary 

Town of Ossian Zoning Code Update Kick-Off Meeting  

Brainstorming Results 
January 29, 2019 

 
• Current code helps with decision-making 

• Need to clarify definitions 

• Potential land uses that are a concern include: 

o Solar enterprises (solar farms) 

o Fracking operations 

o Large scale wind generation facilities  

o Adult uses 

o Casinos 

o Pawn shops 

• We should maintain our visual character 

• There is a potential for residential growth 

• Neighboring land uses should not be disruptive to residential uses 

• Private vs. public use of renewable energy facilities 

o Small scale ok but should not be an eyesore 

• It would be great if…. 

o Ossian stayed beautiful and rural 

o Ossian had farm stands 

o Ossian had better connectivity 

• Consider natural resource protection 

• Why did you choose to live here here? 

o Beautiful 

o Farmland 

o No close neighbors 

o Quiet 

o Peaceful 

• What about uses such as 

o Medical marijuana facilities 

o A park or playground 

o Corner store/gas station 

• Zoning limits on # of RVs/Trailers on a property 

• Code experience: 

o Needs clarity – hard to follow 

o Clean it up 

o Don’t make things any harder or more restrictive 

o Perception that code will focus on agriculture, but will most impact residents 

o Definitions – need more and need more context 

o Need to communicate impact of enforcement once updated 

o Some things in code now aren’t enforceable 

• Separation of uses is a good idea (protect residential property) 

• Look at potential for large scale green energy 

• Solar regulations aren’t one-size fits all (personal use vs. commercial use) 



Town of Ossian Zoning Code Update  2 Kick-Off Meeting Summary 

o Same for wind energy 

• Don’t want to limit large landowners use of property 

• Need to be looking forward to potential residential development (50-100 units) 

• Require removal of obsolete facilities (solar, towers, etc.) 

• Demolition requirements for future uses 

• Permit accessory dwelling units 

• Density depends on public water/sewer (Department of Health requirements) 

• Lot size dependent upon ability to accommodate septic/well water 

• “Like it like it is” i.e. Town Character/Aesthetics 

• Provide for “Green” alternatives (pavement, etc.) 

• “Hunting camps” should be regulated somehow 

• Don’t want commercial development, especially not large-scale 

• Restrict subdivision of large lots (100+ acres?) 
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Zoning Update Public Workshop #1 3-19-19 
Ossian Town Hall 
 

 
 
 

Zoning Update Public Workshop #1 

Meeting Summary 
 

March 19, 2019 - Ossian Town Hall 
5:00pm-7:30pm 

 
Attendees 

• Zoning Committee Members: Tom Depuy, Dwight Knapp, Chris Pero, John 
Vanheusen, Patrick Jaeger, Louis Patane, Bob Bourgione, David Walker, David 
Mark, Tom Wamp, Lou Cotella 

• Consultants/Support: Sheila Hess (CC Environment & Planning), Heather Ferrero 
and Shaun Rooney (Livingston County Planning) 

• Community Members: See sign in sheet 
 

 
More than 30 community members attended the Town of Ossian Zoning Update Public 
Workshop #1!  The purpose of the workshop was to review and broaden a planning foundation 
to guide zoning assessments, recommendations, and updates; provide an opportunity for 
public participation and input; and hear from guest speakers on the topics of economic 
vitality in rural communities, renewable energy and zoning, and natural and cultural 
resource management. Presentations providing an overview of the planning and zoning 
process plus a review of current conditions/context started the workshop followed by 
presentations from guest speakers as follows: 

- Renewable Energy and Zoning – Mr. James W. Campbell, Jr. Esq. 
- Economic Vitality in Rural Municipalities – Mr. William Bacon, Liv. County IDA 
- Natural/Cultural Resources – Mr. Ben Gajewski, Genesee Valley Conservancy 

Round table discussions were led by consultants and planning support to discuss the 
presentations and explore several topics and questions (see attached list of round table 
discussion questions and discussion notes).  

This was one of two planning workshops that will be conducted as part of the zoning update 

process. The next zoning committee meeting is scheduled for April 25th at 6pm. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Sign in Sheet, Presentations, Round Table Notes 

 

END 
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Public Workshop #1 – Round Table Discussion Notes: 
 

Renewable Energy and Zoning: 

1. Current and future trends?  

a. South facing panel display 

b. Reduced cost 

c. Lower technologies make terrain not big issue 

d. Locating near substations 

e. Large scale solar concerns 

i. Benefits to citizens of town - are there any? 

ii. Not for large scale solar (group members) 

iii. Incentive concerns why are citizens pay 

2. Perception? 

a. Zoning is working as is… 

b. Enforcement costs are high and sometimes difficult 

c. Don’t want to make zoning prohibitive  

d. Large scale solar perception 

i. Yes and case by case basis 

ii. Protection of ag prime soil important 

iii. Create overlay of areas for solar 

iv. Protecting scenic view sheds 

v. Road infrastructure concern 

vi. Regulations on utilities and communication structures 

vii. Broadband and cellular coverage would be weakened in Town 

viii. Zoning is relatively week in Town – zoning needs to be readable to general 

public 

ix. Create a better balance of code enforcement 

x. Definitions need to be clear and concrete 

3. No comments 

4. Issues in Ossian now? 

a. Solar (large scale) 

b. Needing proper code and vision 

c. Concerns for landowner rights a concern 

d. Road infrastructure a concern 

e. Need regulations that preserve farmland and infrastructure 

f. Decommissioning of systems (solar) 

5. Land uses benefit? 

a. Agriculture 

b. Brewery/agribusiness 
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c. Agribusiness possible to size 

6. Land uses inappropriate? 

a. Adult uses 

7. Important and budget issues 

a. Road maintenance 

b. Road use agreements with uses 

Natural Resources and Environment 

1. Key natural assets? 

a. Forest land 

b. Farm land 

c. Campgrounds 

d. Trout stream 

e. Hunting 

f. Natural beauty 

g. Ag land 

h. Woodlands/forest 

i. Views-rolling hills, farmland, wildlife 

j. Threats 

i. Wind projects 

ii. Solar 

iii. Consolidation of farms 

iv. Residential development 

2. Change? 

a. Timber harvest changes landscape/natural habitat 

b. Development of open spaces 

c. Heavy-irresponsible logging 

d. Open spaces if developed 

3. Trends associated with resources? 

a. Water 

b. Forest/lumber 

4. Resources protected? 

a. Ag land 

b. Woodlands/state forest 

c. Natural beauty-vistas, open lands 

d. Habitat trout streams 

e. Threats 

i. Solar 

ii. Roadside management – lack of 

iii. Soil loss, stream buffers 

iv. Invasive species 

v. Lack of tax base 
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5. Resources protected 

a. Self policed 

b. Zoning 

 

From Ben Gajwewski, Executive Director for Genesee Valley Conservancy  

Key natural assets 

                - Forest land 

                - Scenic views (especially down into valleys) 

                - Water/creeks  

                - Patchwork of forest/ag lands 

Key concerns 

- clustered development and “industrial”/large scale development  

(people prefer either no new development, or that new development is spaced out and not part 

of a larger grouping that would have higher visible impacts) 

                - Development concerns focused on how it would impact water quality, since everyone is on 

wells, and avoiding the concentration of sewer fields in a particular area as that would threaten the 

water supply for neighbors. 

    - Overlogging/clear cutting were concerns; while active forestry was seen as beneficial and necessary 

    - Opposition to solar was mainly esthetic, so screening and placement could effectively mitigate it 

Local protection 

   -Feeling that the few local farms are able to own productive lands and there isn’t a threat from 

outsiders buying up lands 

   -State lands seen as an asset, people seemed to appreciate the balance of public/private lands and no 

major concerns on who is using the land (feeling was the balance between visitors and locals was fine). 

   -Keeping streams buffered/protected for drinking water and as headwaters for trout streams was 

highly valued 

Overall, my sense was that people like the mix in Ossian the way it is, and that zoning should allow for 

small, limited changes, but there was not a particular location where folks wanted to see higher density 

or different land uses.  Likewise, there seemed to be no clear place to be protected with increased 

restrictions (be it a viewshed, a particular farm area, or forest), but that people value all areas in the 

town equally when it comes to natural features. 
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Economic and Community Vitality 

1. Key assets? 

a. Barns 

b. Quality of life 

c. Views 

d. Road maintenance 

e. Future broadband 

f. People 

g. State lands 

h. Agriculture (prime soil) 

i. Aesthetics, state lands, lumber, historic bldg., family homesteads, surface water and 

underground water, wildlife 

j. Maple syrup, good quality soils 

k. Reliable and quality water and air 

l. Historic barns 

m. Quality of life – less crime 

n. School house 

o. Church  

2. Change  

a. Industrial scale solar 

b. Large scale development community center 

c. Utilities are an issue 

d. Important places 

i. The valley – large scale development could change it 

ii. Historic farmsteads and barns 

e. Residential development 

3. Trends 

a. Ecotourism 

b. Aging population 

c. Residential development costs 

d. Agritourism 

e. Farm size 

f. Consolidation of farms, organic farming, out of town residents and seasonal – younger 

non farmers 

g. Not a lot of development, aging population, increase population 

4. Zoning code uses 

a. Table of uses and setbacks for different uses 

b. Take a look at seasonal use 

c. Residential seasonal occupancy 

d. Not in valley 

e. Small commercial in hamlet near town hall – ossian center 



 

  Town of Ossian        Zoning Update 
 

f. Ossian hamlet – small scale commercial center 

5. Potential development? 

a. Sawmill? 

b. Investing in economic vitality strategy 

c. Complimentary businesses 

d. Lodging – agribusiness 

e. Maple syrup 

f. Wedding barn venues 

g. Agritourism 

h. Mom & pop basic goods 

6. Inappropriate development 

a. Junkyards, adult uses 

b. Retail 

c. Trailer parks 

d. No more campgrounds 

7. Should be considered 

a. Outdoor activity outfitters 
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Zoning Update Committee Meeting Summary 4-25-19 

Ossian Town Hall 
 

 
 
 

Zoning Update Committee 

Meeting Summary 
 

April 25, 2019 - Ossian Town Hall 
6:00pm-7:15pm 

 

Attendees 

• Zoning Committee Members: Tom Depuy, Dwight Knapp, Chris Pero, John 

Vanheusen, Patrick Jaeger, Louis Patane, Bob Bourgione, David Walker, David Mark 

• Consultants/Support: Sheila Hess (CC Environment & Planning), Heather Ferrero 

and Shaun Rooney (Livingston County Planning) 

 

 

The purpose of the Town of Ossian Zoning Update Committee Meeting was to discuss 

the results of Workshop #1 – Planning Foundation, review priorities that came out of the 

breakout sessions, and identify the stakeholder list for the upcoming interviews.  

 

Action Items: The following action items have been identified by the committee 

- CC Environment to coordinate interviews of stakeholders with B&L. 

- CC Environment to provide draft Planning Foundations Summary for committee 

review, comment, and finalization to present to the Town Board.  

- CC Environment and County Planning to assist Town in exploring the opt out process 

for solar. 

- NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: August to review recommendations and draft update, 

date/time TBD. 

 

Planning Workshop Results/Priorities: The following list is a prioritized version of the 

issues and ideas that were explored by the community at the Planning Foundations 

Workshop. 

 

1. Solar 

a. Opt out? 

b. Strong zoning to guide solar projects 

c. Decommissioning (of solar and other proposed developments) 
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Zoning Update Committee Meeting Summary 4-25-19 

Ossian Town Hall 
 

 

2. Natural Resource Protection 

a. Stream buffers 

b. Erosion and sediment control (see Geneseo example for permits) 

c. Best management practices (e.g. Timber, local law separate from zoning) 

3. Viewshed Protection 

a. May require separate study but consideration where possible in zoning 

4. Road Infrastructure 

a. Increasingly heavy trucks/traffic, maintenance costs high, roads not built for 

weight/activity 

5. Land Use/Development 

a. Residential/seasonal use, lot size, subdivision and site plan/guidelines 

6. Agribusiness 

a. Be careful not to zone out options for agribusiness 

7. Ecotourism 

a. Natural resource areas, public lands, agriculture, viewsheds, historic 

barns/venue for weddings, parties, etc., zone for flexibility of use 

8. Specific Zoning Issues (there are more) 

a. Develop a site plan review process to be strong but flexible in use and clear in 

limits so that Town vision to protect natural resources, agriculture, view, 

peace, as it is, is preserved 

b. Campers, camps, and seasonal cabins – septic, inspection, fees… 

c. What is grandfathered? What does that mean? 

d. Nothing parked in front line of house 

e. Clarify when permits are required 

f. Clean up burned/abandoned buildings, cars, equipment 

g. Clarification regarding driveway length 

h. Strong process and balanced code enforcement 

 

 

 

SEE STAKEHOLDER LIST NEXT PAGE  



 

  Town of Ossian        Zoning Update 

 

Zoning Update Committee Meeting Summary 4-25-19 

Ossian Town Hall 
 

 

Stakeholders: The following stakeholders will be interviewed in person, by phone, or 

electronically by CC Environment and/or B&L staff to inform the zoning recommendations 

and draft update.  Interview results will be summarized and shared with the committee. 

 

1. Town Board (suggested that this interview be scheduled in association with a regular 

Town Board meeting, in addition, this interview time could include Town Historian, 

Clark, and Highway Super as they are all present on Town Board meeting days) 

2. Code Enforcement/ZBA/Planning – meet with Tom Depuy, Bob Bourgione, and John 

Vanheusen to review specific code issues. 

3. Large landowners: Saunders, Knapp, Swyers, Mark, Sheila V., Wilson (Robert and 

Chris), Debaradinis  

4. NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (Mark Gooding and Mike Walsico) 

5. Livingston County 

a. Highway – Don Higgins (also Ossian resident) 

b. Emerg Serv – Kevin Neidermeir  

c. Planning – Heather (Angela if she has time) 

d. Economic Dev – Bill Bacon 

6. Neighboring Municipalities 

a. Dansville/V of Dansville 

b. Nunda 

c. West Sparta 

d. Grove 

e. Burns 

7. Genesee Valley Conservancy 

8. Large solo developer  

 

END 

 



 

             

 Ossian Town Board Minutes 

 

 

 

 

Date:  June 11, 2019 

 

Place:   Ossian Town Hall, 4706 Ossian Hill Rd., Dansville, Livingston   

   County, State of New York 

 

Purpose:   Regular Board Meeting      

      

Present: Supervisor Dwight Knapp, Councilmen David Mark, Louie Patane, 

Christopher Pero, Patrick Jaeger, Highway Superintendent Shaun 

Metcalfe, Town Clerk Steve Rauber, Code Enforcement Officer 

Robert Bourgoine, Assessor Holley Smalt 

 

Absent None                                                         

 

Call to Order: The Regular Board Meeting of the Ossian Town Board was called 

to order by Supervisor Knapp at 7:30 pm. 

    

 

Pledge to Flag The pledge to the flag was led by Shaun Metcalfe. 

  

 

Approval of 

Minutes: The minutes for May14, 2019 Regular Board Meeting were 

presented. Councilman Pero moved to accept the minutes as  

presented. Councilman Jaeger seconded the motion. Carried. 

 

Communications: The Republican Caucus is scheduled for June 18, 2019 at 7:pm. 

and the Democratic Caucus is scheduled for June 24, 2019 at 7:00 

pm. 

 

Financial Report: The Financial Report for May 2019 was distributed by the 

Supervisor. Total receipts were $5,746.09 and total disbursements 

were $54,573.56. Councilman Pero moved to accept the Financial 

Report as presented. Councilman Patane seconded the motion. 

Carried. 

 

Claims: Highway claims #78 through #96 totaling $168,348.06 and 

General Fund claims #73 through #86 totaling $3,768.76 were 

presented for payment. Councilman Mark moved to accept all 

claims as presented. Councilman Patane seconded the motion. 

Carried.   

 

Reports: Town Clerk Rauber reported a total business for May 2019 of 

$117.00. The Towns share is $117.00 which is presented to the 

Supervisor.  Rauber also reported that he and Justice Wilson are 

sharing the mowing of the Whitney Cemetery.     

Justice Wilson reported Court Fees of $193.00 for the month of 

May.                                                                                              

Code Enforcement Officer Bourgoine stated that a request to build 

a camp on Shay Rd. did not need a Building Permit due to its small 

size. However, the request was sent to the Livingston County 

Health Department to deal with a possible septic issue. The house 

on Rt. 436 that burned has not been addressed for clean-up pending 

an insurance settlement.                                                                     

Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman, Tom DePuy stated No 

Activity.                                                                                           

Mary Ann Scharmberg read the minutes from the Towns 



 

             

Agricultural Committee meeting. She reported that a Town Picnic 

will be held on September 15. 2019 for the Ossian Neighbors. It 

will be held at the Heath Homestead (Ossian Community Center). 

Assessor Smalt reported that the equalization rate for Ossian is at 

100%. The Board of Assessment Review was held on June 10, 

2019. Two property owners filed complaints.                              

Highway Superintendent Metcalfe stated that all CHIPS projects 

are completed. They are presently working for the County.  

 

Other Business: Councilman Jaeger moved to accept the Planning Foundation 

Report from the Zoning Update project. Councilman Pero 

seconded the motion. Carried.                                                    

Supervisor Knapp presented two possible Local Laws for the 

Town to look at. Local Law 2 of 2019, A Local Law providing for 

written notification of defects and obstructions on Town 

Highways, Bridges, Streets, Sidewalks, Crosswalks and Culverts in 

the Town of Ossian and Local Law 3 of 2019, ALocal Law opting 

out of the Solar Real Property Tax Exemption in the Town of 

Ossian. Councilman Pero moved to have a Public Hearing on July 

9, 2019 on both of the proposed Laws. Councilman Patane 

seconded the motion. Carried.                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                  

 Councilman Pero moved to go into Executive Session at 8:02pm, 

with the Board only present, to discuss a Personnel issue. 

Councilman Jaeger seconded the motion. Carried. “NO ACTION 

WAS TAKEN”. Councilman Patane moved to leave Executive 

Session at 8:19pm. Councilman Mark seconded the motion. 

Carried.                                                

 

Adjournment: Councilman Jaeger moved to adjourn. Council Mark seconded the 

motion. Carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Rauber, Ossian Town Clerk       

 June 13, 2019 

sheil
Highlight
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